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The Promise V The Law

The more we learn about the concept of
righteousness in Christ, the more we see how crucial it
is to comprehend why God gave the law and how it fits
into the Chris$an's experience. For many, not
understanding this has meant that Christ has been cut
off from them and Chris$anity has turned into a hard,
painful religion.

As we inves$gate this subject, our concentra$on
will be on Gala$ans Chapter three, where the apostle
Paul provides a unique perspec$ve on salva$on in
Christ. But let us commence with Genesis 17:7, in which
God makes an uncondi$onal promise to Abraham.

Gen 17:7, ¶ And I will establish my covenant
between me and thee and thy seed a$er thee in
their genera
ons for an everlas
ng covenant,
to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed a$er
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to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed a$er

thee.

God made this promise to Abraham; however, to
whom did it apply? Did it apply to Abraham alone? "I
will be a God to you, and your seed aCer you," was the
promise, and it applied to his seed as well. Why did God
make this promise to Abraham? God periodically
renewed this promise, but Genesis 15:5–6 gives us the
true reason for His ac$ons.

Gen 15:5, And he brought him forth abroad,
and said, Look now toward heaven, and tell the
stars, if thou be able to number them: and he
said unto him, So shall thy seed be. 

Gen 15:6, And he believed in the LORD; and he
counted it to him for righteousness.

What did Abraham do in order to become
righteous? He believed God. God said, “I will make your
seed like the stars of heaven.” Abraham's righteousness
was not con$ngent upon his ability to produce the seed
or the stars of heaven; rather, it was a result of his belief
in God's words. 

God reiterates his promise to bless the na$ons
through Abraham in Genesis 22:18.

Genesis 22:18 (AV). And in thy seed shall all the
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Genesis 22:18 (AV). And in thy seed shall all the

na
ons of the earth be blessed; because thou
hast obeyed my voice.

In order for this promise to be realised, was
Abraham required to take ac$on? Abraham was granted
blessings by God as a consequence of his willingness to
sacrifice his son Isaac, as stated in Genesis 22:16-17.

Gen 22:16, And said, By myself have I sworn,
saith the LORD, for because thou hast done this
thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only
son: 

Gen 22:17, That in blessing I will bless thee, and
in mul
plying I will mul
ply thy seed as the
stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is
upon the sea shore;4 and thy seed shall possess
the gate of his enemies;

As we've seen, though, God only made the
promise because Abraham believed. The fact that
Abraham was prepared to sacrificed his son did not
change the terms of the promise; it only showed and
strengthened his faith. It “perfected” his faith as we are
told in James 2:22-26.

Jam 2:22, Seest thou how faith wrought with
his works, and by works was faith made
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his works, and by works was faith made

perfect? 

Jam 2:23, And the scripture was fulfilled which
saith, Abraham believed God, and it was
imputed unto him for righteousness: and he
was called the Friend of God. 

Jam 2:24, Ye see then how that by works a man
is jus
fied, and not by faith only. 

Jam 2:25, Likewise also was not Rahab the
harlot jus
fied by works, when she had
received the messengers, and had sent them
out another way? 

Jam 2:26, For as the body without the spirit0 is dead, so faith
without works is dead also.

However, this incredible promise was only given
to Abraham because of his faith in God.

Now, you can trust what God says because He
never lies. However, God makes a strong statement; in
addi$on to promising to carry out the task, He also
takes an oath. When men want to establish something,
they make an oath. Men do lie some$mes, but you can
trust them more when they swear an oath. Here, God,
who never tells lies, makes a statement and then,
supports it with an oath as we see in Hebrews 6:14-18.
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Heb 6:14, Saying, Surely blessing I will bless
thee, and mul
plying I will mul
ply thee. 

Heb 6:15, And so, a$er he had pa
ently
endured, he obtained the promise. 

Heb 6:16, For men verily swear by the greater:
and an oath for confirma
on is to them an end
of all strife. 

Heb 6:17, Wherein God, willing more
abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise
the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by
an oath: 

Heb 6:18, That by two immutable things, in
which it was impossible for God to lie, we might
have a strong consola
on, who have fled for
refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us:

So we have a double certainty that the world is to
be blessed in Abraham's seed. Let us see how Paul
comments on this in Gala$ans 3:15.

Gal 3:15, Brethren, I speak a$er the manner of
men; Though it be but a man's covenant,3 yet if
it be confirmed, no man disannulleth, or addeth
thereto.

Paul now asks us to think about how men work:
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Paul now asks us to think about how men work:

If a man makes a will (a testament or a covenant) and it
is confirmed, can it be changed aCer that man dies? Can
you add something to it or take something away? When
something is confirmed, it can't be changed or added to.

Paul con$nues in Gal 3:16.

Gal 3:16, Now to Abraham and his seed were
the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds,
as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed,
which is Christ.

Now Paul says, God confirmed His promise, “to
Abraham and his seed,” and then he says something
striking. He underscores that God did not use the term
"seeds" to indicate that he was discussing a mul$tude;
rather, he used the singularity of "seed" to indicate that
he was discussing a single individual, as He did in
Genesis 3:15, when He declared that the seed of the
woman would crush the serpent's head. Who is that
one seed? It is Christ. The promises were meant to be
fulfilled in Christ.

In Gala$ans 3:17 Paul con$nues his argument.
He says,

Gal 3:17, And this I say, that the covenant, that
was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law,
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was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law,

which was four hundred and thirty years a$er,
cannot disannul, that it should make the
promise of none effect.

The law was given by God four hundred and
thirty years aCer Abraham received this promise. Did
the law add anything to the promise? The answer is no.
Was the promise annulled? Absolutely not. The situa$on
remained unchanged aCer the law was given, and men
were now blessed by both the law and the seed.

Now, according to the promise, we are to be
blessed in Abraham's seed. That is what the promise
says, “in your seed, all na$ons shall be blessed.” This
cannot be changed. Paul is directly addressing this issue,
asser$ng that the law could not enhance the promise
that had been confirmed four centuries prior.

So now of course the ques$on arises, why then
did God give the law? But before we come to that
ques$on, let's take a brief look at Gala$ans 3:8.

Gal 3:8, And the scripture, foreseeing that God
would jus
fy the heathen through faith,
preached before the gospel unto Abraham,
saying, In thee shall all na
ons be blessed.

Abraham had the gospel preached to him in this
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Abraham had the gospel preached to him in this

one verse, and what was the gospel? All the world is to
be blessed, in one Person , that is the good news! The
world is not to be blessed by what the world does, not
by hard trying. The gospel, which is the blessing in one
person, was made known to Abraham who understood
it 430 years prior to the enactment of the law.

The law cannot change the gospel, and in the
gospel salva$on was firmly established in Abraham's
Seed by an oath. So to try to obtain salva$on by the law
is foolish. In fact, look at what Paul says in Gal 3:10.

Gal 3:10, For as many as are of the works of
the law are under the curse: for it is wriCen,
Cursed is every one that con
nueth not in all
things which are wriCen in the book of the law
to do them.

He says, those who seek salva$on by the law, are
cursed. they not only are unable to find salva$on when
they seek it by the law, but they obtain a curse as well!
Now that is amazing. Here they are seeking
righteousness, they are seeking salva$on, but instead,
what they obtain is a curse? Why? Because they are
seeking in the wrong way. Does that sound
unreasonable? This is exactly what happened to the
Jews, as Paul explained in Romans 9:30-32.
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Rom 9:30, ¶ What shall we say then? That the
Gen
les, which followed not a$er
righteousness, have aCained to righteousness,
even the righteousness which is of faith. 

Rom 9:31, But Israel, which followed a$er the
law of righteousness, hath not aCained to the
law of righteousness. 

Rom 9:32, Wherefore? Because they sought it
not by faith, but as it were by the works of the
law. For they stumbled at that stumblingstone;

In accordance with the book of the law, failure to
comply with all of the law's requirements results in a
curse. Go ahead and try if you intend to save yourself by
abiding by the law. It's okay if the law will grant you
righteousness, but you must make sure that you follow
every single detail of it because the law states that you
will be cursed if you don't comply with all of its
requirements. And Jesus explained, that if you are even
angry with your brother, you are already a murderer.

When you want to be righteous by the law, make
sure you can follow it perfectly! Nothing less than
absolute perfec$on can please God's. James says, if you
keep the whole law, but offend in one point, you are
guilty of all, as we are clearly told in James 2:10. 
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Jam 2:10, For whosoever shall keep the whole
law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of
all.

So it doesn't ma5er that you never stole, killed or
coveted your neighbour's house, because here on the
Sabbath, you just spoke one word pertaining to your
own business, and now you are a murderer, a thief an
adulterer, a liar. All these things are piled up against you
in spite of all your efforts, because you transgressed on
one $ny point.

But if you are guilty of all, how far does that put
you from God? As far as sin is from righteousness, as
far as death is from life, in actual fact, an infinite
distance away! So when you set out to obtain
righteousness by the law, or God's blessings by the law,
you're cursed, because you put yourself away from God
as far as east is from the west, and there is no greater
curse than that. Listen carefully to Gal 3:13.

Gal 3:13, Christ hath redeemed us from the
curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for
it is wriCen, Cursed is every one that hangeth
on a tree: 

Since He delivered us from the curse of the law,
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Since He delivered us from the curse of the law,

Christ became a curse for us. Separa$on from God is
the consequence of the curse that befalls the individual
who a5empts to jus$fy himself through the law. Christ
became a curse for us, according to this passage. He
took our sins upon Himself. 

Since the law cannot provide righteousness, it cannot give
salva$on, and it cannot contribute to the salva$on already
given in Christ. The following verses declare what I have just
stated, that the law cannot provide righteousness.

Rom 10:4, For Christ is the end of the law for
righteousness to every one that believeth.

Gal 2:21, I do not frustrate the grace of God:
for if righteousness come by the law, then
Christ is dead in vain.

Gal 3:21, Is the law then against the promises
of God? God forbid: for if there had been a law
given which could have given life, verily
righteousness should have been by the law.

Phi 3:9, And be found in him, not having mine
own righteousness, which is of the law, but that
which is through the faith of Christ, the
righteousness which is of God by faith:

Then what was the purpose of the law? Paul
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Then what was the purpose of the law? Paul

knew that we would have this ques$on because he asks
the very same ques$on in Gal 3:19.

Gal 3:19, ¶ Wherefore then serveth the law? It
was added because of transgressions, 
ll the
seed should come to whom the promise was
made; and it was ordained by angels in the
hand of a mediator.

Do we see what he is saying? There was a
promise, and salva$on is in the promise. Since salva$on
is what we need and we already have it in the promise
of the seed, why did we need the law?

He answers the ques$on by saying, it was
added because of transgressions . Let us look at that
verse carefully. There is something there which makes
us know that the administra$on of the law was a
temporary thing and not intended by God to last
forever. It says it was added, “$ll,” or un$l . When you
do something un$l , then you know that there comes a
$me when its authority comes to an end.

When we repair something temporarily it is only
un$l we find a way to repair it permanently. The
temporary fix is not meant to last forever, but the
permanent fix is. 

Les l ie Rendel l
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Now that's exactly what the Bible says God was
doing with the law, He brought in a system, which
demanded that men should work and behave in a
certain way, to be under a certain discipline. He knew
that the system could never save men, He knew they
would not, and they could not, keep that law perfectly,
so it was not a system that was intended to last forever.
But un$l Christ came, there were certain purposes it had
to serve.

Of course, the moral law is good and perfect and
remains as a standard of right and wrong forever. But
the en$re system of government where we are
controlled by law is not sa$sfactory, because law can
only tell us how to behave, it cannot enable us to
behave in the way that it commands.

At the age of 10, a child s$ll needs to be governed
by his or her parents' rules. He or she will have a lot
fewer rules to follow when she is 19. What about when
she is 30? She will then be free from their rules.
However, this does not mean that her life will be
disorderly. If the rules did their job when she was a child
she will have a good understanding of good and bad
when she is grown, and she will walk more perfectly
harmonising with those rules than when they governed
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harmonising with those rules than when they governed

her life, even though she is now free from those rules. 

This illustrates why God gave the Jews the law.
They were not spiritual children, they could not
understand God's principles. For four hundred years
they had been slaves, all they knew was the rod and the
curse. They were unable to think for themselves, and so
God put them under law to keep them disciplined un$l
they could come to the place where they could
understand the gospel. 

There were, of course, some people in Israel who
did understand the gospel. Every individual who has
ever been saved must have a fundamental
comprehension of the gospel, as the law has never been
the means of salva$on; it has always been the gospel.
The reality is that the majority of them have never heard
the gospel, and God is bringing them to a point where
they would all comprehend and accept it.

When Christ came, the moment had arrived that
the law had fulfilled its purpose as a system. God's
people were now grown up and so they were ready for
the real thing.

So now, we understand what it means to be
under law. It means to be governed by rules. To be free
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under law. It means to be governed by rules. To be free

from the law, means that it is no longer rules that
govern us. The reason for our behaviour is a changed
nature and aPtude, not because rules keep us under
discipline. God has wri5en His laws on our hearts.

So Gala$ans 3:24-25 tells us.

Gal 3:24, Wherefore the law was our
schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we
might be jus
fied by faith. 

Gal 3:25, But a$er that faith is come, we are no
longer under a schoolmaster. 

We are no longer under a schoolmaster, no longer
under the law. We are now under the law of Christ. Let
us now consider what Gala$ans 3:26-29 says.

Gal 3:26, For ye are all the children of God by
faith in Christ Jesus. 

Gal 3:27, For as many of you as have been
bap
zed into Christ have put on Christ. 

Gal 3:28, There is neither Jew nor Greek, there
is neither bond nor free, there is neither male
nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 

Gal 3:29, And if ye be Christ's, then are ye
Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the
promise.

The Promise V The Law
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Look very carefully at what it says in Gala$ans
3:29. It says that if you belong to Christ, you are
Abraham's seed. Does it say seed or seeds ? It says,
“ Seed ,” (singular). Who is the seed of Abraham? Jesus
Christ is that Seed. Look now at Gal 3:16.

Gal 3:16, Now to Abraham and his seed were
the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds,
as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed,
which is Christ.

In Gal 3:16, Paul, made a big point about the
singular number of the word “seed.” He said God did
not say “ seeds ,” God said “ seed ” so God was talking
about one, not several persons. This same Paul, in this
same chapter, Chapter 3:29 says, “if you are
Christ's you are Abraham's seed ” (singular). What is he
saying?

By Paul's reasoning, if God had said “seeds,”
plural, who would He have been talking about? He
would have been talking about the Jews. But He said
“seed.” He was referring to the one seed of Abraham
and who is this? This seed is Christ. If you belong to
Christ, who are you? You are Abraham's seed, (singular
again) which is Christ! Obviously He is equa$ng us to
Jesus Christ.
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I know we are afraid to say it, because it sounds
like blasphemy if we don't understand the point he is
making. Of course there is only one Christ, but what he
is saying is this, you have become so closely united to
Christ that you are a part of Him. He is trying to get our
dull minds to understand, God has made us a part of His
son. Listen to what this same Paul says in Ephesians
5:27-30, 

Eph 5:27, That he might present it to himself a
glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or
any such thing; but that it should be holy and
without blemish. 

Eph 5:28, So ought men to love their wives as
their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth
himself. 

Eph 5:29, For no man ever yet hated his own
flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as
the Lord the church: 

Eph 5:30, For we are members of his body, of
his flesh, and of his bones.

Listen to that again. For we are members of his
body, of his flesh, and of his bones.

This would have to be one of the most amazing
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This would have to be one of the most amazing

things you will ever come to understand, if you are
prepared to take God at his word. It is $me to look past
what man may try to teach us and look only to what
God has revealed to us in His holy scriptures. If you s$ll
doubt this, then how do you account for the following
verses?

Joh 14:20, At that day ye shall know that I am
in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. 

Col 1:27, To whom God would make known
what is the riches of the glory of this mystery
among the Gen
les; which is Christ in you, the
hope of glory: 

Col 3:3, For ye are dead, and your life is hid
with Christ in God.

Joh 6:56, He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh
my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him.

Joh 14:20, At that day ye shall know that I am
in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you.

Joh 15:4, Abide in me, and I in you. As the
branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it
abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye
abide in me. 

Les l ie Rendel l

18



Joh 17:21, That they all may be one; as thou,
Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also
may be one in us: that the world may believe
that thou hast sent me. 

Joh 17:23, I in them, and thou in me, that they
may be made perfect in one; and that the
world may know that thou hast sent me, and
hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.

Joh 17:26, And I have declared unto them thy
name, and will declare it: that the love
wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them,
and I in them.

These verses are powerful and they all same the
same thing. We are in Christ, or as Ephesians 5:30
states. For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and
of his bones.

God's name is love, and God is full of grace. It is
His way to do the best for the worst, this is the nature
of grace. Our God has placed us in an infinitely high
place, He has made us a part of His own son's life, and
that is who we are. We need to believe it, so that we
may live it.

So that the next $me we go to our work, it will be
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So that the next $me we go to our work, it will be

Christ who goes there. When we go home to our wife or
husband, it will be Christ they will greet as we come
through the door. And when Satan tries to tempt us, it
will be Christ that he is dealing with. Knowing who we
are is an empowering thing, because the reality is that
we are a part of the existence of God's own son. If the
Bible had not said it, I would never have dared say such
a thing, but when God's word says it, I must believe it.

Rom 6:14, For sin shall not have dominion over
you: for ye are not under the law, but under
grace.

Thank you for reading this book, and may God bless you and
you family.
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Bible. His hope is that his wri$ngs will inspire readers to

engage in their own scriptural study, leading them to a
deeper, more personal rela$onship with God.

TO GOD BE THE GLORY
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contemporary interpreta$ons that risk diminishing the Bible’s
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